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(a) Written policies. A licensed abortion facility
shall develop, implement, and enforce infection
control policies and procedures to minimize the
transmission of post-procedure infections. These
policies shall include, but not be limited to, the
prevention of the transmission of human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV), hepatitis B virus
(HBV), hepatitis C virus (HCV), Mycobacterium
tuberculosis (TB), and Streptococcus species (S.
spp.); educational course requirements; cleaning
and laundry requirements; and decontamination,
disinfection, sterilization, and storage of sterile
supplies.

(b) Prevention and control of the transmission of
HIV, HBV, HCV, TB, and S. spp.

(1) Universal/standard precautions.

(A) An abortion facility shall ensure that all staff
comply with universal/standard precautions as
defined in this paragraph.

(i) Universal/standard precautions includes
procedures for disinfection and sterilization of
reusable medical devices and the appropriate
use of infection control, including hand washing,
the use of protective barriers, and the use and
disposal of needles and other sharp instruments.

(i) Universal/standard precautions synthesize
the major points of universal precautions with the
points of body substance precautions and apply
them to all patients receiving care in facilities,
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The above was cited previously in a survey of the
facility performed on 01/09/2019 and 09/13/16.
6 034 TAC 139.49 Infection Control Standards 6034
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(d) Policies and procedures for decontamination,
disinfection, sterilization, and storage of sterile
supplies. A licensed abortion facility shall have
written policies covering its procedures for the
decontamination and sterilization activities
performed. Policies shall include, but not be
limited to, the receiving, cleaning,
decontaminating, disinfecting, preparing and
sterilization of critical items (reusable items), as
well as those for the assembly, wrapping,
storage, distribution, and the monitoring and
control of sterile items and equipment.

(1) Supervision. The decontamination,
disinfection, and sterilization of all supplies and
equipment shall be under the supervision of a
person qualified by education, training, or
experience.

(2) Quantity of sterile surgical instruments. The
facility shall ensure that surgical instruments are
sufficient in number to permit sterilization of the
instrument(s) used for each procedure and
adequate to perform conventional cervical
dilatation and curettage if this procedure is
available at the facility.

(3) Inspection of surgical instruments.

(A) All instruments shall undergo inspection
before being packaged for reuse or storage.
Routine inspection of instruments shall be made
to assure clean locks, crevices, and serrations.

(B) Inspection procedures shall be thorough
and include visual and manual inspection for
condition and function.

(i) Cutting edges shall be checked for
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(B) Semicritical items.

(i) Semicritical items include items that come
in contact with nonintact skin or mucous
membranes. Semicritical items shall be free of
microorganisms, except bacterial spores.
Semicritical items may include respiratory therapy
equipment, anesthesia equipment,
bronchoscopes, and thermometers.

(ii) High-level disinfection shall be used for
semicritical items.

(C) Noncritical items.

(i) Noncritical items include items that come
in contact with intact skin.

(ii) Intermediate-level or low-level disinfection
shall be used for noncritical items.

(5) Equipment and sterilization procedures.
Effective sterilization of instruments depends on
performing correct methods of cleaning,
packaging, arrangement of items in the sterilizer,
and storage. The following procedures shall be
included in the written policies as required in this
subsection to provide effective sterilization
measures.

(A) Equipment. A licensed abortion facility shall
provide sterilization equipment adequate to meet
the requirements of this paragraph for sterilization
of critical items. Equipment shall be maintained
and operated to perform, with accuracy, the
sterilization of critical items.

(B) Environmental requirements. Where

SOD - State Form

STATE FORM

eeee LQSH11

If continuation sheet 15 of 31




PRINTED: 11/09/2020

FORM APPROVED
Texas Health and Human Services Commission
STATEMENT OF DEFICIENCIES (X1) PROVIDER/SUPPLIER/CLIA (X2) MULTIPLE CONSTRUCTION (X3) DATE SURVEY
AND PLAN OF CORRECTION IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: A. BUILDING: COMPLETED
140008 B. WING 10/20/2020
NAME OF PROVIDER OR SUPPLIER STREET ADDRESS, CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE
8200 WEDNESBURY LANE, SUITE 230
WOMEN'S CENTER HOUSTON ’
HOUSTON, TX 77074
(X4) ID SUMMARY STATEMENT OF DEFICIENCIES ID PROVIDER'S PLAN OF CORRECTION (X5)
PREFIX (EACH DEFICIENCY MUST BE PRECEDED BY FULL PREFIX (EACH CORRECTIVE ACTION SHOULD BE COMPLETE
TAG REGULATORY OR LSC IDENTIFYING INFORMATION) TAG CROSS-REFERENCED TO THE APPROPRIATE DATE
DEFICIENCY)
6 034 | Continued From page 15 6 034

cleaning, preparation, and sterilization functions
are performed in the same room or unit, the
physical facilities, equipment, and the written
policies and procedures for their use shall be
such as to effectively separate soiled or
contaminated supplies and equipment from the
clean or sterilized supplies and equipment.

(i) A facility shall have a sink for hand
washing. This sink shall not be used for cleaning
instruments or disposal of liquid waste.

(ii) Afacility shall have a separate sink for
cleaning instruments and disposal of liquid waste.
Hand washing shall only be performed at this sink
after it has been disinfected.

(C) Preparation for sterilization.

(i) All items to be sterilized shall be prepared
to reduce the bioburden. All items shall be
thoroughly cleaned, decontaminated and
prepared in a clean, controlled environment.
Cleaning is the removal of all adherent visible soil
from the surfaces, crevices, joints, and lumens of
instruments. Decontamination is the
physical/chemical process that renders an
inanimate object safe for further handling.

(i) One of the following methods of cleaning
and decontamination shall be used as
appropriate.

(I) Manual cleaning. Manual cleaning of
instruments at the sink is permitted.

(1) Ultrasonic cleaning. Ultrasonic cleaning
of instruments cleans by cavitation and reduces
the need for hand scrubbing. When grossly soiled
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load as to the date and time of sterilization, the
sterilizing load number, and the autoclave.

(E) External chemical indicators.

(i) External chemical indicators, also known
as sterilization process indicators, shall be used
on each package to be sterilized, including items
being flash sterilized to indicate that items have
been exposed to the sterilization process.

(i) The indicator results shall be interpreted
according to the manufacturer's written
instructions and indicator reaction specifications.

(F) Biological indicators.

(i) The efficacy of the sterilizing process shall
be monitored with reliable biological indicators
appropriate for the type of sterilizer used (e.g.,
Bacillus stearothermophilus for steam sterilizers).

(ii) Biological indicators shall be included in at
least one run each day of use for steam
sterilizers.

(iii) A log shall be maintained with the load
identification, biological indicator results, and
identification of the contents of the load.

(iv) If a test is positive, the sterilizer shall
immediately be taken out of service. A
malfunctioning sterilizer shall not be put back into
use until it has been serviced and successfully
tested according to the manufacturer's
recommendations.

(v) All available items shall be recalled and
reprocessed if a sterilizer malfunction is found. A
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sinfection/disinfection-methods/chemical.html
Review of Transeptic ultrasound
Transducer/Probe Cleaning solution

Alcohol: Overview "In the healthcare setting,
"alcohol" refers to two water-soluble chemical
compounds-ethyl alcohol and isopropyl
alcohol-that have generally underrated germicidal
characteristics 482. FDA has not cleared any
liquid chemical sterilant or high-level disinfectant
with alcohol as the main active ingredient. These
alcohols are rapidly bactericidal rather than
bacteriostatic against vegetative forms of
bacteria; they also are tuberculocidal, fungicidal,
and viricidal but do not destroy bacterial spores."
CDC Website review: 10/19/2020;
https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/di
sinfection/

Indications for Sterilization, high-Level
Disinfection, and Low-level Disinfection
Indications for sterilization and disinfection.

3.b. Provide, at a minimum, high-level disinfection
for semicritical patient-care equipment (e.g.,
gastrointestinal endoscopes, endotracheal tubes,
anesthesia breathing circuits, and respiratory
therapy equipment) that touches either mucous
membranes or nonintact skin.

3.c. Perform low-level disinfection for noncritical
patient-care surfaces (e.g., bedrails, over-the-bed
table) and equipment (e.g., blood pressure cuff)
that touch intact skin

10. Disinfection Strategies for Other Semicritical
Devices. Recommendations from Disinfection
strategies for other semicritical devices:

10.a. Even if probe covers have been used, clean
and high-level disinfect other semicritical devices
such as rectal probes, vaginal probes, and
cryosurgical probes with a product that is not
toxic to staff, patients, probes, and retrieved germ
cells (if applicable). Use a high-level disinfectant
at the FDA-cleared exposure time.
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